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2005 Florida Sunshine Games International  and Conventional Pistol Matches
Su b m itt e d  b y  M a rk  R ia ls

On the fourth weekend in April, shooters from throughout

the State gathered at the Hernando Sportsman’s Club to

participate in the 2005 Florida Sunshine Games

International Pistol and Conventional Pistol Matches.  19

shooters registered to shoot the International Match on

Saturday and 28 shooters signed up for Conventional Pistol

on Sunday.  Preparations had been made for a weekend of

great shooting but the weather gods had other ideas.

The first match fired on Saturday was Air Pistol.  The

match went well with Bob Vogel from Branford taking first

with a 549 out of 600.  Herb Given, a junior from Winter

Haven also shot a strong score, taking second with a 541

and Kantavit Kanjanapitak from Miami took third with a

535.  Among the women, Danielle Rebman, a junior  from

Floral City took first with a 363 out of 400.  She just edged

out Mary Lou Garcia from Lake Clarke with a 362, and

Peggy Dates from Ocala with a 357.  This will be

Danielle’s last year competing among the juniors and like

her brother Keith, she’s making her presence felt among the

top adult shooters in the State.

Then came the rains and thunder..

The Standard Pistol match was shot under darkening skies

and gathering wind.  By the end of the Precision Stage, the

rain was pounding hard and lightening was striking VERY

close by.  Although shooting on a covered firing line, the

blowing wind caused competitors to move the benches back

to prevent equipment from a soaking.  Because of the close

lightening strikes, and the pounding rain, a delay/lunch

break was called.  Even with those distractions, the

father/daughter team of Dan and Danielle Rebman’s scores

showed they were the pair to beat.  Dan won the match with

a 542 and Danielle was close with a 536 out of 600.  Bob

Vogel once again filled the winners stand with a 522.  The

rain delay didn’t help Herb Given though, a series of

 malfunctions forced his early retirement for the rest of the

day.

The rains keep coming…

Center fire/Sport Pistol was fired in off and on rain.  By

now the cardboard target backers were beginning to

delaminate but the competitors were adapting to conditions

with great spirits.  At this time Sonny Kallai dropped out. 

Seems as though it was his birthday (Happy 50  Sonny!),th

and his lovely wife Aniko had planned a surprise party. 

Dozens of friends had gathered at Sonny’s house but the

guest of honor was still on the firing line.  Aniko didn’t

anticipate Sonny being on the firing line so long and had to

come out to drag him home.  We still don’t know how she

kept it a surprise but we’re told she did.

Bob Vogel charged back with top scores in Center fire of

559 followed by Dan Rebman 537 and Gene Pitts 531. 

Danielle took the Sport Pistol gold with a 559 followed by

Peggy Dates and Mary Lou Garica.

Who wants to shoot Free Pistol….

By now the front had passed and a high overcast remained. 

It was 5:00 pm and the only event left was Free Pistol.  The

call went out over the PA system for a show of hands “who

wants to shoot Free Pistol”.  It was obvious the question

was asked so as to minimize the number of hands.  The Free

Pistol match runs two hours and shooters would be firing

late.  But they came to shoot, and seven remained till the

end.  By 7:30 that evening, the Free Pistol match had been

decided.  Dan Rebman took the first series with a 256 over

Bob Vogel’s 250, but Bob held out in the end with a win of

507 out of 600 followed by Dan with 495 and Gene Pitts

with 488.

Continued on Page 2
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 Flor i da S u n shine  G am es Intern at i ona l  &  Conv en t i ona l  Pi st ol
M at ch es  - cont. from pg 1 

Sunday….

The day began with winds howling and got faster as the

day went on.  Target backers were held on to frames

with clips and bands but the wind just blew the targets

off the backers!  Competitors were called to the line and

the first match of the day was under way.  After an hour

and a half, Randy Erickson from Jacksonville had taken

the lead with an 869 out of 900.  A very respectable

score under the circumstances.  Then came Bob Vogel

with an 837, and Ron Habegger with an 819.  Among

the Experts, Jack Ragsdale of Tampa edged out Dennis

Garcia from Lake Clarke by one X with both scoring

846.  Ben Valdez of Atlantic Beach was hot on their

heels with an 845.  Dana Baygents from Jacksonville

was the top gun in sharpshooter class with an 816.  Dana

has been ruling the sharpshooter class in conventional

pistol this year with wins at the State Championship and

the Dixie Matches.  Whitney Saunders from Jacksonville

led the marksmen with a score of 791.

By the end of the center fire match, the wind and

equipment was taking its toll on shooters and scores. 

Gun boxes that weren’t secured to the bench were blown

to the ground and a few cross fires were called.  The

master classification still found Randy in the lead, but

now Ron Habegger had worked his way into second. 

Gene Pitts took third.  Ben Valdez out shot Jack

Ragsdale to take first and second respectively in the

expert class, with Dana Baygents and Whitney Saunders

still holding gold in Sharpshooter and Marksman classes.

The forty-five caliber match was much the same as the

center fire match and in the end Randy Erickson, Jack 

Ragsdale, Dana Baygents, and Whitney Saunders

clinched the top spots. clinched the top spots.

The strong showing of shooters from Jacksonville,

including David Rifkin, John Michalski, and Larry

Watkins, helped to populate the firing line and a visit

from the national guard shooters out of MacDill Air Force

Base in Tampa was a big treat too.  These guys from

MacDill normally shoot rifle but showed a lot of spunk to

stand tall and shoot stock service pistols from the armory

with ball ammunition and iron sights.  My hats off to you

guys.  As the lone female on the conventional pistol firing

line, Peggy Dates took top female honors, and Gene Pitts

took High Senior followed by Ron Habegger and Tony

Copperill.

A big thanks to the volunteers who helped with the

match, including Dan Rebman for calling the

conventional pistol match, Joe Sargent for his help

preparing the range, Mary Lou Garcia, Pat and Whitney

Rials for their help with Stats and Registration.  Thanks

also to Mary Watkins for stepping in to take the reins

from Al Dart and overseeing the Florida Sunshine Games

this year.  Florida Shooters are very fortunate to have

dedicated folks like Al and Mary doing the behind the

scenes work to make these competitions available. More

thanks go to the Hernando Sportsman’s Club for hosting

the International and Conventional Pistol events this year

and the Florida Sports foundation for supporting our

shooting sports.  The Hernando Club has a wonderful

range for all types of shooting sports and the ladies at the

snack bar (Jane and Judy) were super too.  We appreciate

their efforts.

Conrad Bernhardt Invitational Cup Silhouette

Two Florida shooters attend the Conrad Bernhardt Invitational Cup silhouette competition in PeEll Washington
in late April, with a record number of competitors shooting.
Coates Watkins shot several personal bests won the aggregate and received a Remington 700 CDL for his prize. 
Placing 5  in AAA Mary Watkins won a spotting scope.th

This competition is on honor of a man that still holds many national records and has some of the worlds bests
shooters attend.
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                  Women and Gun Control

Gun issues wield more emotional drama then anything else.  There is a push to
corrupt female minds against guns and to add more emotions to this conflict, we have the
anti-gun million Mom’s March gang who recruited Rosie O’Donnell to grab your guns.
Women are preyed upon in this cause by emotions some like to say because  of their
estrogen contents to make them more susceptible to the hatred of violence, a hatred of

objects typically seen as “male toys” and easy falling for “the children” argument.

The anti-gun crowds for their cause by alluding to “the children” as its main theme. But aren’t they looking at
the surface issue? They call for simple answers to complex human problems.  “The Children”theme implies that
gun ownership and personal protection is bad for children. Proponents of this argument manage to link the
existence of serene and fatal crimes with guns as the only cause factor, and  link guns to harming children. While
the real problem is a left-liberal society that makes criminals the victims. This problem is disregarded by the
gun-grabbers because this issue would not satisfy their emotional draw to issues that make them feel useful and
productive. That is helping children - it gives them a sense of fulfillment.

On the one end, guns cause crimes to be committed and the other end guns cause children to be hurt. We could
use this same silly reasoning and link dogs, cats, and even squirrels get hurt but for some reason I don’t think the
Million Moms would march for squirrels.

“For the children!” has become a dried up prune slogan. The message it sends fails to get the emotional support
it once did.  Women the primary target of such emotional dribble are no longer buying the message. Eliminating
guns for the sake of “the children” is no longer bought at face value.

Recently the Million Mom March organization laid off 30 out of 35 employees due lack of funds. Its
membership is falling.  The Second Amendment Sisters are entirely a grassroots effort started by women to help
fight in deterring the MMM’s.  On Mother’s Day a few years back the spirited SAS’ers kicked their butts in all
respects.  In addition to SAS, a bunch of “high-caliber ladies have formed “Women Against Gun Control” an
organization dedicated to eradicating myths perpetuated by Hillary, Rosie. Other pro-gun organization such as
Brass roots Gun Owners of America Keep and Bear Arms and Jews for the Preservation of Firearms Ownership
(JPFO) are flourishing with new female membership, female attendance at events and just general interest on the
part of women.

Women are starting to wake up to these self-appointed do-gooders messing with their freedoms by the way of
their kids.  Women are starting to utter, “Of course I own a gun, don’t you?
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2005 Florida Smallbore Rifle Schedule

Central Florida Rifle and Pistol Club, Orlando. Contact: Al Dart at rimfire22@aol.com

July 2 Conventional Prone 1600, Metallic Sights

September 3 Three Position with English Match, Metallic Sights

October 1-2 State Conventional Prone Championship

November 5-6 State Metric Prone Championship

Hollywood Rifle and Pistol Club, Hollywood. Contact Randy Schwartz at Lrs48@aol.com

July 9 Conventional Prone 1600, Any Sight

September 10 Conventional Prone 1600, Any Sight

October 8 Metric Prone 1600, Any  Sight

November 12 Conventional Prone 1600, Any Sight

Hollywood Rifle and Pistol Club, Hollywood. Contact Terry Helmets at terry@miami.edu

August 27 URSAS Three Position PTO

September 24 URSAS Three Position PTO

October 22 URSAS Three Position PTO

November 26 URSAS Three Position PTO

December 10 State Three Position (NRA) Championship

December 17 4 Position State Championship (tentative).

 A    Failed   Invention

 

Then there is a helmet fitted with a rifle, designed by a man by the name of Pratt - "the recoil
broke a man's neck during early trials". 
Also notable are the many contraptions dreamed up by the late Arthur Pedrick of Sussex, a
former Patent Office employee who took to inventing after his retirement. 
The military declined to develop this gun helmet

mailto:rimfire22@aol.com
mailto:Lrs48@aol.com
mailto:terry@miami.edu
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NRA Pistol In structor Course
Gateway Rifle &  Pistol Club

August 20 & 21, 2005

The Gateway Rifle & Pistol Club is hosting a combined
NRA Pistol Instructor and Home Firearm Safety Instructor Course

presented by:

Tom Eichling, NRA Training Counselor from Jacksonville, FL and
Ramon Santos, NRA Training Counselor from Orlando, FL

Like many of you, we all work hard and often wait for years to be able to take this class, sometimes traveling
several hours away from home (and at considerable time and expense) to become an NRA Instructor.  This is
your opportunity to attend the course locally at Gateway Rifle & Pistol Club in Jacksonville, FL.

This is a very intensive 20 hours of training that will be conducted over two days.  Day one of the class will
present the student with Basic Instructor Training (BIT) guidelines.  On day two, candidates will teach the
classroom and range portions of the NRA Basic Pistol Course in accordance with those instructor guidelines and
will be evaluated on their performance.  Testing and evaluations will be done at the end of day two.

Graduates of this class will be recommended to the NRA for appointment as NRA Certified Instructors in NRA
Basic Pistol, NRA First Steps Pistol, and NRA Home Firearm Safety courses.  Once appointed by the NRA as an
instructor, you will be able to conduct these basic courses.  The graduates of your Basic Pistol Course or First
Steps Pistol Course will also qualify to apply for a Florida concealed carry license.  Additionally, after
conducting several classes, you may become eligible to attend a Training Counselor Workshop.

This class is being offered at a reduced tuition rate of only $140 for GRPC members and $150 for nonmembers. 
Because of the way this curriculum is designed, a minimum of six students must enroll for the class to convene. 
Class size is limited to 10 and will be on a first registered / first qualified basis.

The first step toward enrolling for this class is completing a pre-assessment.  The NRA expects that instructor
candidates have already successfully completed the NRA Basic Pistol Course.  Contact Tom Eichling, preferably
by email, at photodoc91@bellsouth.net or (904) 891-0227 to begin the application process, for assistance with
hotel plans, or to ask any questions and / or address any issues or concerns you may have regarding the class.

Ramon and I look forward to seeing you there!

mailto:photodoc91@bellsouth.net
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Sunshine Classic 2005 Jacksonville, Florida

Great weather was order for the 18  annualth

Sunshine Classic held at Gateway Rifle and Pistol
Club, Jacksonville in April.
As usual match director Chuck Deason  hosted an
large crowd with shooters from 19 states
competiting.
From Florida there were several winners in Standard
rifle including Jack Rowe 3  AAA rd

4  AAA Mary Watkins, and Larry Waller 1  AAth st

and Tobie Lavides 1  A with 1  and 2  B going to st st nd

Jimmy Greene and Barbara Greene.  Coates
Watkins won 2  junior in both rifles.nd

The hunter rifle had Alan McCullough taking 2nd

AA, Coates Watkins 3  AA and Jimmiy Greenerd

winning 1  B.st

This match is the first of the Southern Trifecta series
including Louisiana States (also known as the
Southern Nationals), and finally the Arkansas States
in September at Little Rock.
We look forward to seeing who can win the Trifecta
in each class.

Unscramble the words

Unscramble the words and the first letter of the word will spell out the secret word

••••    •••••
•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •      dgcanarsihn
•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •           umtanomini
•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •       ftmlacnnuoi
•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •                    pntiioso
•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •           inpssreuco
•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •               evlspxeio
•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •               ldeogrina
•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •          nglaietrou
•  •  •                                                      wya

Here's a good tip for smallbore shooters going to Camp Perry: 

You must supply your own clips to attach targets and backers to target frame. Some types of
clips don't work well on the Perry frames, because of the way they are made. One clip that
works very well is a Boston Clip No. 3 as made by Hunt Mfg. Co. of Statesville, N.C. They
are also called Bulldog No. 3 Clips. They fit the frame well and hold in the wind. 

Of course, we pray for no wind! 

Luke Lukavic 
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Surprising  Conclusion on Study of Gun Violence

Do you want to reduce firearms related violence among children?  Buy your youngster a
gun. The simplest way to reduce firearm - related violence among children is to buy
them a gun and teach them how to use it responsibly. When it comes to preventing
youthful violence, the second amendment apparently works better then the so-call
solutions being proposed by politicians like mandated childproof safety locks on guns.

Now who says this?  A detailed study by the federal government entitled “Urban
Delinquency and Substance Abuse” these findings was a slap in the face to
“conventional wisdom” about children and guns.  If the federal government knows that
children and guns are not ----- in and of themselves - a dangerous combination. Why are
so many politicians demanding that new laws to be passed to “protect” children? 

Politicians are more interested in repealing the Second Amendment on installment plan. But as the study shows
if gun usage  by kids is not a problem banning gun usage by kids can’t be the solution.

Parents are better able to make the decision then a bunch of poll driven politicians in Washington, D.C. Parents
seem to understand that the best way to reduce gun crime by juveniles is to promote more responsible gun
ownership - not more gun bans.

Silhouette Rifle

The Southern Nationals had 191 competitors
shooting 371 rifles from the US, Ireland, and
Canada. With over $250,000.00 in prizes awarded it
is one of the most popular competitions in the
United States.
Florida had 12 shooters represent the state at the
‘2005 Southern Nationals’ in Winnsboro, Louisiana
during the first week of June, including Chuck
Deason, Dennis Glasscock, Alan McCullough,
Marvin and Barbara Greene, Stephen Little, Jack
Rowe, Tobie Lavides, Carlos Soler, Larry Waller,
Mary and Coates Watkins.
This competition held the first Louisiana State air
rifle championships starting on Thursday, with a
record number of silhouette shooters (78)
competing in the air rifle event. Eight national
records were broken or set at the air rifle portion of
the competition including Women’s three person

team events in all three divisions, sporter, target and
open. Mary Watkins of Merritt Island led the
women’s team on all three events.
The intermediate juniors tied or broke 6 national
records in the same three divisions with the
assistance of Coates Watkins on the team.
In the individual hunting rifle aggregate Mary
Watkins won 10  master, Larry Waller 7  AAA,th th

Alan McCullouh 18  AA, Barbara Greene 11  B.th th

The standard rifle aggregate matches saw Mary
Watkins 10  AAA, Chuck Deason 4  AA, Alanth th

McCullough 10thAA Larry Waller 11  AA, Coatesth

Watkins 14  AA, Tobie Lavides 5  A, Barbarath th

Greene 11  B.th

Numerous awards were won by Florida shooters in
the 40 shot matches.  This match promises to be
bigger next year.
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